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Take Home Page: The Widow’s Two Mites

Memory Verse

She out of her poverty put in all that she had. Mark 12:44

Bible Story Summary

Jesus, His disciples and many others were in the temple. After Jesus taught in the temple He sat 
across from the offering boxes. He watched how the people put money into the offering boxes. 
Many who were rich offered a lot of money. Jesus then saw a poor widow approach the offering 
box. She put two small copper coins into the box. Jesus called His disciples and told them that  
this poor woman had given more than those who are rich because she had given all she had  
(Mark 12:41–44 and Luke 21:1–4).

Today in Sunday School

The children learned God knows how we bring our offerings. They also learned that we should 
give our offerings in a God-pleasing manner.

Ideas For Discussion 

The widow put all the money she had into the offering box. As a 
family, you can discuss:

• How it is possible that the widow offered more than the rich people.

• How we should bring our offerings.

Live Your Faith

As a family, you 
can discuss what it 
means to bring your 
offerings in a God-
pleasing manner.
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Message God knows how we bring our offerings.

Learning 
Objectives

The children will learn:
 � It is important that we bring an offering to the Lord.
 � We should give our offerings in a God-pleasing manner.

Bible Text Mark 12:41–44

The Widow’s Mite

Jesus, His disciples, and many 
others were in the temple. After 
Jesus taught in the temple He sat 

across from the offering boxes 
and watched how the people put 
money in. 

Many who were rich offered a lot 
of money. Jesus then saw a poor 
widow approach the offering box. 
She put two small copper coins into 
the box.1 Jesus called His disciples 
to Him and said, “I say to you that 
this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who have given to 
the treasury; for they all put in a 
portion of their wealth, but she out 
of her poverty put in all the money 
she had.”2

Lead-In

Estimated 
Time

5

 

Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Brown heavier weight paper
 � Scissors

Before You Teach the Lesson

• Trace and cut out different size circles on the heavier weight paper. The 
circle sizes should be larger than the coin sizes familiar to the children. 

What You Should Do

1 Place the paper coins on the table. 
Ask the children to point out 
which coins they would give as 
an offering if they were real. After 
everyone has made a decision, ask 

them why they selected the coins 
they did. Then tell them the lesson 
today is about a woman who only 
placed two small coins in the 
offering box.

Teacher Tip: The 1 and 2 refer 

to steps 1 and 2 in the Lesson 

Instructions.

Alternative Suggestion: Use 

toy money from a board game 

for the activity.

Discussion Point: Which 

coins would you give as an 

offering and why?

Alternative Suggestion: 

Collect several different types of 

coin currency. Have the children 

look at the currency then have 

them pick out the coins with 

the largest and the coins with 

the smallest value. Then ask 

them which coins they would 

give as an offering and why. Tell 

them the lesson today is about 

a woman who placed two small 

coins in the offering box. 
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Lesson Instructions

Estimated 
Time

10

 to 

15
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � None

Before You Teach the Lesson

• No preparation required.

What You Should Do

1 Begin telling the story. Ask the 
children who they think pleased 
God more: the rich people who 
put lots of coins into the offering 
box, or the widow who put in two 
small coins. Briefly discuss why 
the children chose their answers. 
Continue telling the story.

2 Emphasise that it is important 
that we give an offering to the 
Lord. God looks into our hearts, 
and He knows our heart’s attitude 
when we offer. The wealthy 
people who offered before the 

widow had many earthly things. 
They shared only a portion of 
their wealth and hardly noticed 
it was gone. Even though 
two copper coins may not be 
viewed as being worth much, 
Jesus said the widow’s offering 
was more valuable because it 
was all she had. The widow 
gave everything she had out of 
thankfulness to God. We should 
follow her example and give our 
offerings in a similar way that 
pleases God too.

Real-Life Application
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Chart paper
 � Marker

Before You Teach the Lesson

• At the top of the chart paper, write I can offer my time...

What You Should Do

1 Take the children to the place in 
the church where the offering 
box is located. Ask them what 
goes into this box. Then take the 
children back to the teaching area.

2 Briefly review the story with 
the children. Ask the children 
to tell you again why Jesus was 
pleased with the way the widow 
gave her offering. Explain that 

Discussion Point: Whose 

offering pleased God more?

Alternative Suggestion: Make 

an offering box that looks like 

one in the sanctuary out of a 

cardboard box and cover it with 

brown paper.

Alternative Suggestion: If the 

offering box moves easily, bring 

one into the teaching area for the 

children to see.

I can offer my time by...
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The Widow’s Two Mites

although the woman gave a small 
amount of money, it was all that 
she had. Emphasise that this 
does not mean that we should 
give all the money we have as an 
offering. Point out what is more 
important is the attitude that 
lives within our heart when we 
give our offerings. Whether our 
offerings are monetary or take 
a natural form (such as material 
goods), or a donation of our time 
or abilities, we also offer out of 
our thankfulness and love for our 
heavenly Father.

3 Ask one of the children to read 
the caption on the chart paper. 

Encourage the children to think 
of things they see others do in 
the congregation that they would 
like to also do. For example, 
decorating the altar, taking care 
of the garden, singing in the 
choir, playing a song with an 
instrument etc. Create a list of 
things the children feel they could 
do as an offering of their time. 
Remind the children that when 
we give an offering, in whatever 
form it may be, we should give 
it with an attitude filled with 
love, thankfulness and gratitude 
expecting nothing in return.

Activity
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

What You Should Do

1 Do one or more of the activities.

Real-Life Application (continued)

Teacher Tip: Although some 

districts may allow their 

members to submit their 

offerings online, make sure the 

children know what the offering 

box is and where it is located in 

the sanctuary.

Teacher Tip: For an in depth 

explanation of offering and 

sacrifice based on faith, 

gratitude and love, see CNAC 

QA: 731, 735, 736 and 738.
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The Widow’s Two Mites

Craft: Bible Verse Disc 
Estimated 
Time

10 Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 7–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Coin template (page 2)
 � Cardboard
 � Scissors
 � Liquid glue
 � Paintbrushes

Before the Activity

• Print one template for each child.

• Print and cut out one template. Trace the paper template onto cardboard 
and cut out one circle for each child.

• Make a sample craft.

What You Should Do

1 Give each child a template and a cardboard circle. Tell them to cut 
out their template and glue it onto the cardboard circle. Then have the 
children brush the glue over the top of their template (see Teacher 
Notes). Review the Bible verse and briefly discuss what it means to the 
children. 

Alternative Suggestion: Place 

any transparent waterproof 

material over the finish work of 

the children.
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CRAFT COIN TEMPLATE
The Widow’s Two Mites

Craft: Bible Verse Disc

She out of her 
poverty put in all 

that she had.

Mark 12:44

She out of her 
poverty put in all 

that she had.

Mark 12:44
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The Widow’s Two Mites

Game: Stone Toss Quiz 
Estimated 
Time

10

 

Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 7–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Question and answer cards (page 2)
 � 5 small containers
 � 4–6 small flat stones
 � 1 piece of rope
 � Tape
 � Marker
 � Scissors

Before the Activity

• Print and cut out each question and answer card.

• On separate pieces of tape, write 25, 15, 10, 5, and 1. Place each number 
on the inside of a container (Teacher Notes).

• Place the rope 1 m away from the containers.

What You Should Do

1 Divide the children into two teams and have them stand behind the line. 
Tell the children that one at a time, each team will have one person move 
to the front and throw the stone into one of the containers. The team will 
then be asked a question. If the answer is correct the team is awarded the 
number of points indicated on the container. If the stone did not land 
in a container, the question will be worth one point. If the answer is not 
correct, the other team has an opportunity to answer it. 

25

15

5 1

10

X
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GAME QUESTION AND ANSWER CARDS

Game: Stone Toss Quiz

The Widow’s Two Mites

What did Jesus do 
when He was in the 
temple?

Answer: He watched 
how the people put 
their money into the 
offering box.

Who was with 
Jesus in the 
temple?

Answer: The 
disciples and 
many others.

What did the rich 
people offer when 
they went past 
the offering box?

Answer: A lot of 
money.

How much money 
did the widow put 
in the offering 
box?

Answer: 2 copper 
coins.

Why did Jesus say the 
widow put more into the 
offering box than the 
other people?

Answer: She put in 
everything she had 
whereas the others put 
in only a portion of what 
they had.

How does God 
want us to 
offer?

Answer: With a 
thankful heart’s 
attitude.
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